[Pain: thought about risks and benefits of imaging test in primary care].
In 2007, the budget of medical imaging in Belgium was of more than 920,000,000 Euro. A small part of this amount is attributed to prescription by general practitioners. The yearly costs of medical imaging generated by an individual general practitioner is approximately of 12,000 Euro. Pain is one of the most frequent clinical condition for which imaging tests are requested. The effectiveness of imaging in diagnosing acute painful disorders is well established. However, in case of subacute or chronic pain, the benefits of imaging tests are reduced or not clearly defined. The objective of this review is to highlight the balance between benefit, costs and risks (i.e. radiation risk) of imaging tests in case of acute, subacute and chronic pain. Four of the most frequently encountered clinical conditions illustrate this review.